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Issue: Illegal Immigration

Illegal Immigration Talking Points
A problem Republicans do not want to solve

The unprecedented numbers of undocumented migrants arriving in the U.S. are straining both
national and local resources. Federal agencies are responsible for immigration, however, it is cities
that bear the brunt of providing services for newly arrived migrants, such as food and shelter.

In October of 2023, the new Republican Speaker of the House, Mike Johnson, stated “We have a
catastrophe at our southern border. The Senate and the White House can no longer ignore the
problem.” In spite of such statements by Speaker Johnson and other Republicans, their inaction on
the recent bipartisan bill that passed in the Senate demonstrates their unwillingness to provide actual
solutions. To fix the immigration problem would provide a political “win” for President Biden.

In spite of Republicans’ claims to the contrary, this is not a problem President Biden can solve on his
own. Congress must pass legislation allocating funds for more immigration judges, asylum officers,
border patrol officers and more.

What was in the federal bipartisan bill that Republicans tanked?

The bill would have:

e increased the number of Customs and Border Protection employees by 1500. Currently,
there are just under 20,000 Border Patrol agents.

e more than quadrupled the number of asylum officers

¢ increased the number of detention beds in ICE detention facilities from 40,000 to 50,000

e increased the number of immigration judges by 100; there are 734 now.

The immigration system is overwhelmed

Our immigration system has not been revised since the 1980s, but there are now many more people
entering the U.S. For example, even if the number of immigration judges increased by 700—slightly
more than doubling the current number—the Congressional Research Service believes it would take
10 years to process all asylum seekers.

Why migrants entering the U.S. seek asylum

There are very few legal pathways for immigrants to obtain legal status in the U.S. That leads many to
seek asylum, even though most will not qualify. Since there are not enough asylum officers, it can
take from 5 to 7 years to process each case. While waiting for their case to be heard, migrants may be
either released into the U.S. or detained.

Undocumented immigrants: Net gain or drain on the economy?
Up-to-date information is difficult to come by and the information cited here is from before the

pandemic and before the recent influx of undocumented immigrants.
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One estimate found that a “policy of mass deportation would immediately reduce the nation’s GDP
by 1.4 percent, and ultimately by 2.6 percent, and reduce cumulative GDP over 10 years by $4.7
trillion.”

Two industries with significant numbers of undocumented workers are agriculture and construction.
(Over a third of the agricultural workers are undocumented.) If all undocumented immigrants were
removed, the costs of food and housing and other services that rely on undocumented workers would
increase, possibly dramatically.

Two myths about illegal immigrants

Undocumented immigrants are not bringing drugs over the border

Some Republicans claim that migrants are bringing drugs over the border. Drugs are entering the
U.S. at the southern border, but generally cartels are bringing them through legal points of entry. The
Border Patrol has said that 90% of fentanyl confiscated at the border was at legal crossings and that
91% of people caught were U.S. Citizens.

Immigrants do not commit more crimes than the native-born

There is no evidence that immigrants—legal or not—commit a disproportionate share of crime. In
fact, the contrary seems to be true: immigrants commit fewer crimes than those born in the U.S. The
only exception is identity theft, which appears to occur more often in regions with many
undocumented people.
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